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Chairs  used  by  Lincoln 


Bought  Lincoln's  Chair 

There  were  a  few  odds  and  ends 
left  at  a  Gettysburg  (Pa.)  auction 
and  Thomas  Myrick  bought  a  chair 
for  $1.10.     He  took  it  home  and 
found  under  the  cushion  a  card 
which  said  that  the  chair  had  been 
used  by  Abraham  Lincoln  when  he 
came  to  Gettysburg  to  deliver  the 
address  which  has  since  become 
fmmortal.     it  also  said I  that  the 
chair  was  formerly  owned  by  Judge 
David  Wills,  who  was  Linc°ln  s 
host,  and  .the  last  line  was  the  brief  ! 
iniunction,  "Save  this  chair.'  Bid- 
ders paid  more  than  $200  each  for 
chairs   owned   by   James  Getrys, 
I  founder  of  Gettysburg,  when  My- 
rick struck  his  bargain. 


In  1860  Abraham  Lincoln  sat  in 
Chicago  for  a  bust,  life  mask ^  and 
other  sculpture  by  Leonard  Volk 
This  is  the  identical  chair,  but  the 
bust  is  a  replica  of  the  original  now 
in  the  Smithsonian  institution  at 
Washington.    The  same  chair  was 
the  handy  chair  around  the  studio. 
In  it  also  sat  General  Grant,  Presi- 
dent Johnson,  Stephen  A.  Douglas 
and  other  notables.    It  is  now  in 
the  Douglas  Volk  summer  studio  at 
Lovell,    Maine.— Pathfinder  Maga- 
zine. 
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Bought  Lincoln's  Chair 

There  were  fr-iutf  odds  and  ends 
left  at  a  Gettysburg  (Pa.)  auction, 
and  Thomas  Myrick  bought  a  chair 
for  $1.10.  He  took  It  home  and  found 
under  the  cushion  a  card  which  said 
that  the  chair  had  been  used  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  when  he  came  to  Gettys- 
burg to  deliver  the  address  which  has 
since  become  immortal.  It  also  said 
that  the  chair  was  formerly  owned 
by  Judge  David  "Wills,  who  was  Lin- 
coln's host,  and  the  last  line  was  the 
brief  injunction,  "Save  this  chair." 
Bidders  had  paid  more  than  $200 
each  for  chairs  owned  by  James  Gct- 
tya,  founder  of  Gettysburg,  when  My- 
rick struck  his  bargain.  , 


No.  1601. 

OLD  HICKORY  CHAIR  IN  WHICH  LINCOLN  WAS  SITTING 
WHEN  HE  RECEIVED  THE  DISPATCH  ANNOUNCING  HIS 
NOMINATION  FOR  THE  PRESIDENCY. 


CHAIRS  AND  BUREAU 


  ■  =J7 

[he  Historical  Society  of  Wsylvaniaff 
Top  (left  to  right) :  Chair  mended  by 
Lincoln,  burean  used  by  him  at  his  bom 
in  Springfield,  and  chair  on  which  he was 
seated  when  he  received  notification  ot 
Bomination  for  presidency.! 


D 


Ledger  Photos 

PHOTOS  above  show  Lincoln  furniture  in 
the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
Top  (left  to  right) :  Chair  mended  by 
Lincoln,  bureau  used  by  him  at  his  home 
in  Springfield,  and  chair  on  which  he  was 
seated  when  he  received  notification  of 
nomination  for  presidency.  Bottom :  Sofa 
specially  built  for  Lincoln 
Itf*--./*  'SO      f  h*L*  del  rh  /*- 
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Here's  Lincoln's  Chair 


Ledger  Photo 

This  photograph  shows  the  hickory  chair  where  Lincoln  used  to 
stretch,  his  gaunt  frame  when  he  was  a  small-town  lawyer  in 
Illinois.  In  honor  of  his  birthday  anniversary  next  Friday  the 
Historical  Society  has  chosen  this  as  its  weekly  exhibit,  at  13th 
and  Locust  streets.  Miss  Margaret  Andree  stands  beside  the  his- 
toric chair 
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Ledger  Photo 

This  photograph  shows  the  hickory  chair  where  Lincoln  used  to 
stretch  his  gaunt  frame  when  he  was  a  small-town  lawyer  in 
Illinois.  In  honor  of  his  birthday  anniversary  next  Friday  the 
Historical  Society  has  chesen  this  as  its  weekly  exhibit,  at  13th 
and  Locust  streets.  Miss  Margaret  Andree  stands  beside  the  his- 
toric chair 
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LINCOLN'S  OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT 

With  the  possible  exception  of  Lin- 
coln's wearing  apparel  nothing  inti- 
mately associated  with  him  has  caused 
more  interest  among  those  collecting 
Lincoln  curios  than  the  furniture  and 
desk  pieces  which  were  used  in  his 
activities  as  lawyer  and  president.  A 
list  of  some  of  these  curios  follows: 
Bookcase 

The  bookcase  which  was  used  by 
Lincoln  in  his  Springfield,  Illinois  law 
office  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Lin- 
coln Memorial  Collection  in  Chicago. 
Chairs 

The  chair  used  by  Lincoln  in  his  of- 
fice at  Springfield,  formerly  in  the 
Lambert  collection,  is  a  revolving  arm- 
chair of  rather  crude  design,  and 
shows  evidences  of  much  use.  A  por- 
trait of  Lincoln  has  been  set  into  the 
back  at  a  comparatively  recent  date. 
This  chair  has  been  vouched  for  by 
Mr.  Herndon  as  the  chair  used  by  Lin- 
coln during  his  active  partnership  with 
him  in  Springfield.  This  was  not  a 
general  office  chair,  but  the  one  used 
by  Lincoln  habitually  at  his  desk. 

Another  chair  used  by  Lincoln  in 
the  law  office  of  Lincoln  and  Herndon 
in  Springfield,  said  to  have  been  made 
by  Lincoln  himself  although  this  is 
not  certain,  was  presented  to  the  Day- 
ton Museum  along  with  an  explana- 
tory letter  by  J.  A.  Rhinberger  from 
Flora,  Illinois  under  date  of  October 
9,  1892.  He  says  he  got  the  chair  in 
1858  as  Mr.  Herndon  did  not  want  it 
in  his  office  and  when  he  moved  from 
Springfield  to  Flora  gave  it  to  Esquire 
McGannon,  a  Springfield  neighbor,  be- 
cause it  was  too  heavy  to  move. 

A  hickory  chair  in  which  Lincoln 
used  to  stretch  his  gaunt  frame  when 
he  was  yet  a  small  town  lawyer  in  II- 
Mnois  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Philadelphia  Historical  Society. 
Desks 

The  old  wardrobe  desk  in  which  Lin- 
coln kept  his  books  and  papers  has  a 
cupboard  bookcase  at  the  top  (the 
doors  designed  to  protect  the  books 
from  dust).  A  desk  space  is  below 
the  shelves  and  three  deep  drawers  are 
at  the  bottom,  two  of  which  are  fitted 
with  large  glass  knobs.  The  wood  was 
cut  by  Lincoln,  William  Grady  and 
Coleman  Gaines'  son.  It  was  left  to 
season  before  an  old  man  that  lived 
with  the  Gaines'  made  it  into  this 
desk. 

A  black  walnut  desk,  said  to  have 
'leen  used  by  Abraham  Lincoln  while 
he  practiced  law  at  Bloomington,  Il- 
linois, is  rough  hewn  and  unfinished  as 
it  was  when  acquired  in  the  store  of  a 


second-hand  dealer  by  the  present 
owner's  father.  While  this  might  call 
forth  some  doubt  as  to  its  authenticity 
it  is  said  to  have  been  traced  from  the 
old  Court  house  at  Bloomington.  It  is 
four  feet  high,  half  as  wide  and  as 
long  across  the  top,  and  has  two 
drawers  under  the  writing  top.  Held 
together  with  wooden  pegs,  it  might 
have  been  hewn  from  one  piece  of  tim- 
ber so  staunch  is  its  construction. 

At  Bloomington  Lincoln  won  one  of 
his  first  important  cases.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  he  bent  over  this  desk  as  he 
prepared  his  defense. 

A  walnut  desk  upon  which  Presi- 
dent-elect Lincoln  wrote  his  First 
Inaugural  address,  February,  1861, 
is  the  property  of  a  Springfield  family 
and  was  on  exhibition  in  the  Centen- 
nial Memorial  Building  in  the  Illinois 
Historical  Library. 

A  wild  cherry  desk  said  to  have  been 
made  by  the  Lincolns  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  a  desk  company  for  ad- 
vertising purposes. 

Inkstands 

This  inkstand  is  of  earthenware 
and  originally  had  a  series  of  decora- 
tions in  gilt  on  the  sides,  most  of 
which  have  disappeared.  It  is  2% 
inches  in  height  and  4%  inches  in 
diameter. 

Until  1887  it  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  Lincoln's  law  partner,  W. 
H.  Herdon.  It  is  well  authenticated 
and  was  formerly  in  the  Lambert  col- 
lection. 

The  inkstand  that  Lincoln  used  in 
his  law  office  in  Springfield,  Illinois 
was  in  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Collec- 
tion of  Chicago. 

A  Wichita,  Kansas  girl  claims  to 
have  the  inkstand  from  which  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  dipped  the  ink  with  which 
he  signed  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion. She  is  the  great  granddaughter 
of  a  man,  who  was  closely  associated 
with  the  Lincoln  family. 

An  inkwell  three  and  one-half  inches 
square  and  two  and  one-half  inches 
deep,  beautiful  plate  glass,  with  a  well 
one  and  one-half  inches  in  width  and 
depth,  has  etched  on  one  side  "This 
inkstand  was  used  by  Abraham  Lin- 
coln while  an  attorney  at  Springfield" 
and  on  the  opposite  side  "Used  by 
Abraham  Lincoln."  It  was  purchased 
at  a  private  auction  sale  by  a  Mechan- 
icsburg,  Illinois  woman  about  twenty- 
five  years  ago. 

A  Wichita  Falls,  Texas  family  have 
an  inkstand  that  tradition  says  be- 
longed to  Lincoln.  There  is  a  similar 
one  in  a  collection  in  Chicago.  They 
are  about  five  inches  in  diameter  and 
four  inches  tall  and  one  was  in  every 
law  office  back  in  the  fifties.  This 
memento  came  from  Jessie  K.  DuBois, 
a  personal  friend  of  Lincoln,  and  its 
authenticity  is  established  by  affi- 
davits. 

Paperweight 
A  paper  weight  which  was  on  Lin- 
coln's desk  at  the  time  of  his  assassi- 
nation was  acquired  by  Arthur  F.  Hall 
and  presented  to  the  Lincoln  Histori- 
cal   Research    Foundation   at  Fort 


Wayne,  Indiana.  It  is  of  metal  con- 
sisting of  a  horse  mounted  on  a  pedes- 
tal. With  it  came  an  affidavit  by  Wil- 
liam H.  Tisdale,  orderly  to  President 
Lincoln,  concerning  the  authenticity 
of  the  relic.  It  was  presented  to  Dr. 
S.  Neumann,  Veterinary  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  by 
Maj.  Stackpole,  steward  at  the  White 
House  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the 
president  and  was  sold  by  Dr.  Neu- 
mann's widow. 

Pens 

On  February  27,  1929  at  the  Ander- 
son Galleries,  New  York,  a  pen  was 
sold  for  $2,300.  It  is  said  to  be  the 
pen  with  which  President  Lincoln 
signed  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion. Affidavits  accompanying  the  gold 
pen,  which  has  a  detachable  wooden 
handle,  say  that  it  was  given  to  Louis 
Burgdorf,  White  House  messenger, 
who  held  the  Proclamation  when  Lin- 
coln signed  it.  It  was  sold  by  the  mes- 
senger's grandson. 

The  announcement  of  the  sale  of 
the  pen  with  which  Lincoln  signed  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  brought 
protests  from  a  woman  of  Battle 
Creek,  Michigan,  who  is  sure  she  has 
the  original  pen  which  was  given  to 
her  grandfather  by  Mrs.  Abraham 
Lincoln  when  they  were  neighbors  on 
West  Washington  Boulevard  in  Chi- 
cago after  the  assassination  of  the 
President. 

A  third  pen  catalogued  as  that  used 
by  Lincoln  in  signing  the  Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation  was  auctioned  off  in 
Philadelphia  in  1924  for  $1,000. 

A  fourth,  also  called  genuine,  is  said 
to  exist  in  the  west. 

Sign 

The  old  tin  sign  of  the  firm  of  Lin- 
coln and  Herndon  hung  in  the  old 
stairway  for  several  years  after  Lin- 
coln's death  but  was  finally  taken  off 
by  an  unknown  relic  hunter. 

Table 

A  solid  walnut  table  which  occupies 
a  prominent  place  in  the  law  office  of 
an  attorney  was  once  used  in  the  of- 
fice of  Stuart  and  Edwards  in  Spring- 
field, Illinois.  Here  Lincoln  sat  on  the 
edge  of  this  table  or  sometimes  sat  on 
a  chair  and  perched  his  feet  on  the 
table  and  discussed  political  affairs  of 
the  day  with  Stuart.  The  present  own- 
er's father  studied  law  in  this  office 
and  while  there  he  met  Mr.  Lincoln, 
then  a  distinguished  attorney  and 
member  of  Congress. 

The  table  is  of  walnut,  two  and  one- 
half  feet  in  height  and  three  and  one- 
half  feet  in  length  and  contains  one 
large  drawer  which  is  almost  three 
feet,  in  length. 

Whether  or  not  this  table  later  oc- 
cupied a  place  in  the  office  of  Stuart 
and  Lincoln  has  not  been  definitely  es- 
tablished but  it  is  quite  likely. 

An  old  board  table  and  other  articles 
of  furniture  in  the  office  of  Lincoln 
and  Herndon  were  literally  whittled 
to  pieces  and  carried  away  in  bits  by 
admirers  of  Lincoln  who  came  in  pil- 
grimages to  the  room  where  he  had 
worked  for  so  many  years. 


ROCKER  USED  BY  LINCOLN  IN  TRE MONT—  Abraham  Lincoln  sat  in  this 
rocker  and  used  this  dresser,  now  the  possession  of  the  EL.  Storrer  f amity  of  Tre- 
mont.  The  town  will  celebrate  its  centennial  on  August  1.  In  the  picture  is  Miss  l^dna 
Storrer.  (Journal-Transcript  Photo  by  Leo  Zalucha.) 


to 


Crockett  Hotel, 
San  Antonio,  Texas, 
September  19,  1939 


President  Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Company, 
Springfield,  Illinois. 

Dear  Sir? 

I  have  In  my  possession  an  office 
chair  used  by  the  late  Abraham  Lincoln,  President 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  used  by  Mr.  Lincoln 
just  prior  to  his  moving  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

For  some  time  I  have  noticed  extensive 
advertising  on  the  part  of  the  Lincoln  Life  Insur- 
ance Company,  and  the  thought  occurs  to  me  that  per- 
haps your  company  might  be  interested  in  the  purchase 
of  this  chair  as  an  advertising  medium. 

I  have  all  papers  pertaining  to  this 
chair  and  its  authenticity,  and  can,  if  you  so 
desire,  send  you  photostatic  copies  of  the  papers 
and  a  snapshot  of  the  chair. 

Thanking  you  for  a  reply,  I  am 


Yours  very  truly, 


(Mrs)  C.  C.  Dodd 


JLA--A 


September  27,  1939 


Mi's.  C.  C.  Dodd 
Crockett  Hotel 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Mr  dear  Mrs.  Dodd: 

Thanlt  you  very  much  for  calling 
to  our  attention  the  Lincoln  chair*  which  is  in 
your  possession  but  we  are  not  keenly  interested 
injuries  here  so  I  hardly  think  it  will  be  worth 
wloil©  for  you  to  send  us  photostatic  copies  of 
your  affidavit. 

If  jou  do  have  an  extra  copy  of 
the  picture  of  the  chair,  you  sight  send  us  one 
for  Identification  and  for  comparison  with  other 
Lincoln  chairs,  the  photographs  of  which  we  haye 
la  our  possession, 

Very  truly  yours, 


LflfiBG 


director 


Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Foundation  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor 

Published  each  week  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Number  1318 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


July  12,  1954 


CHAIRS  USED  BY  THE  LINCOLNS 


The  fairly  recent  renovations  con- 
cluded at  the  Lincoln  Home  in  Spring- 
field has  attempted  to  make  the  place, 
as  near  as  possible,  similar  inside  and 
outside  to  the  residence  of  1861.  An 
increased  interest  in  the  furniture 
owned  by  the  family,  has  resulted 
and  especially  the  chairs  which  seem 
to  have  more  human  interest  appeal 
to  the  casual  observer  than  other 
household  effects.  On  March  9,  1861 
Leslie's  Weekly  printed  woodcuts  of 
drawings  made  at  the  time  the  Lin- 
colns  occupied  the  home.  The  parlor 
and  sitting  room  are  shown  as  they 
appeared  just  before  the  departure 
of  the  family  for  Washington.  There 
are  ten  chairs  of  various  types  noted 
in  the  two  sketches.  Of  course  it  is 
the  hope  of  those  in  charge  of  re- 
furnishing the  home  as  it  appeared 
in  1861  that  many  of  the  various  an- 
tiques will  find  their  way  back  to 
Springfield. 

Furniture  used  in  the  White  House 
by  the  Lincolns  has  not  seemed  to 
appeal  to  collectors  as  strongly  as 
the  Springfield  pieces,  but  chairs 
used  by  Lincoln  in  his  law  office  have 
always  been  desirable  items.  This 
bulletin  will  attempt  to  list  in  a 
chronological  order  the  best  known 
chairs  associated  with  the  Lincoln 
family.  The  name  of  the  individual 
first  known  to  have  acquired  the 
relic  after  it  was  used  by  the  Lin- 
colns serves  as  the  key  word  for  the 
captions.  There  is  no  attempt  to 
list  chairs  made  out  of  pieces  of 
furniture,  lumber,  or  trees  associated 
with  the  Lincoln  story. 
I  Carman — Two  Split  Bottom  Chairs 

Abraham  Lincoln  seated  two  split 
bottom  chairs  while  boarding  with 
Caleb  Carman  at  New  Salem  in  1834. 
One  of  these  was  acquired  by  The 
Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
"2-       Onstot — New  Salem  Rocker 

A  rocker  used  by  Lincoln  when  he 
boarded  at  Onstot's  in  New  Salem 
was  acquired  by  E.  T.  Van  Norman 
from  Onstot's  descendants. 
5     Zane  —  Springfield  Office  Chair 

Hon.  Charles  S.  Zane,  law  partner 
of  William  Herndon,  came  in  posses- 
sion of  one  of  the  original  office  chairs 
used  by  Lincoln.  William  H.  Lam- 
bert bought  it  from  a  member  of  the 
Zane  family. 
'/'   Rineberger  —  Office  Rocking  Chair 

A  large  rocking  chair,  made  es- 
pecially for  Mr.  Lincoln  secured  from 
Herndon  by  J.  A.  Rineberger,  is  now 
in  possession  of  the  Dayton  Ohio  Pub- 
lic Library. 

Fay — High  Ladder  Back  Rocker 

This  chair  at  the  Lincoln  Tomb 
described  by  the  former  custodian, 
Herbert  Wells  Fay,  was  originally 
in  Lincoln's  law  office. 


I   U.  S.  —  Congressional  Chair 
A  chair  which  Lincoln  is  supposed 
to  have  used  during  the  Thirtieth 
Congress  is  in  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society. 


\i  Melvin  —  One-Half  Dozen  Chairs 
S.  H.  Melvin  purchased  a  lot  of 
family  furniture  at  the  Lincoln  sale 
and  the  bill  lists  "six  chairs  @  $2.00 
—$12.00." 


7  Francis  —  Hickory  Nomination  Chair  OKuecher  —  Two  Cane  Seated  Chairs 
1  When  Lincoln  received  word  of  his  ,  These  two  chairs  were  presented 
nomination  in  1860  he  was  in  the  news-  by  Abraham  Lincoln  m  1861  and  as 
paper  office  of  Simeon  Francis  at  late  as  1932  were  still  m  possession 
Springfield  seated  in  a  hickory  chair  of  the  recipients,  the  Kuecher  family, 
which  is  now  in  possession  of  the  |  %  Wilton  —  Miscellaneous  Chairs 
Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Henry  Ford  in  1930  acquired  for 

%  Bateman  —  Springfield  Hall  Chair     his  Greenfield  Village  from  Ben  and 


Newton  Bateman  purchased  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  a  hat  tree  and 
hall  chair.  The  hat  tree  was  returned 
to  its  former  location  in  the  Lincoln 
Home  at  Springfield  but  the  tall  at- 


Dick  Wilton  twenty-two  pieces  of 
furniture  said  to  have  been  in  the 
Lincoln  home.  There  were  two  rock- 
ing chairs  and  12  straight  back  chairs 
in  the  lot. 


tractive  hall   chair   apparently   did \  1  Crook—  White  House  Bedroom  Chair 

•  i  niiifAv      T?        Parmtf      apnniTCn  This 


not  accompany  it. 
^  Chicago  —  Black  Haircloth  Rocker 
A  black  haircloth  rocker  from  the 
Lincoln  parlor  at  Springfield  is  on 
display  at  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society. 

10  Miller  —  One-Half  Dozen  Haircloth 
Parlor  Chairs 
Six  chairs  purchased  by  Mr.  Allen 
Miller  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  in 
February  1861  later  came  into  the 
possession  of  Louis  C.  Vanuxem  and  ^  ypeues 
are  now  in  the  rooms  of  the  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
'  I    Oldroyd  —  First  Inaugural  Chair 
Oldroyd's   sojourn   in  Springfield 
allowed  him  to  pick  up  many  pieces 
of  Lincoln  furniture,  among  them  a 
chair  in  which  Lincoln  sat  while  he  ^ 
prepared  his  first  inaugural  address 
and  which  is  now  in  possession  of 
the  government. 
11- Oldroyd  —  High  Backed  Haircloth 
Rocker 

The  collector  who  occupied  the  Lin 


Oliver   R.   Barrett   acquired  this 
antique  which  was  in  the  White  House 
bedroom  and  it  was  sold  at  the  famous 
sale  of  his  collection  in  February 
1952  for  $110. 
It)  Lambert  —  Two  White  House  Dining 
Room  Chairs 
This  pair  of  chairs  in  possession  of 
W.  H.  Lambert  were  sold  at  a  sale 
in  January  1914  for  $100  and  $135 
respectively.  One  brought  $250  at  the 
Leland  sale  in  June  1932. 

White  House  Plaza  Rocking 
Cliair 

The  huge  rocking  chair  was  given 
to  Secretary  Welles  after  the  Lin- 
coln assassination  and  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  Connecticut  State 
Library. 

Kinman  —  Elkhorn  Chair 
The  most  indescribable  chair  re- 
ceived by  Lincoln  as  a  gift  was  made 
out  of  elkhorns  and  presented  to  him 
by  a  famous  old  hunter  and  trapper, 
Seth  Kinman.  Robert  Lincoln  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Lloyd  family. 


coin   home   for   so   many   years   as^  U.S. —  Thirty-Eighth  Congress  Chair 


curator  called  the  high  backed  rocker 
Lincoln's  favorite  chair  and  it  is  also 
in  possession  of  the  government. 
\^  Oldroyd  —  Flower  Painted  Dining 
Chairs 

The  number  of  chairs  in  the  flower 
set  is  not  certain  but  they  are  plain 
wooden  chairs  with  flowers  painted 
on  the  back.  They  were  at  one  time 


One  of  these  chairs  used  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  during  the 
38th  Congress  seems  to  have  found  its 
way  into  Brady's  Photograph  Gallery 
at  Washington.  Lincoln  is  often 
shown  seated  in  it.  There  are  sev- 
eral chairs  like  it  in  institutions  and 
private  collections,  one  at  Lincoln  Me- 
morial University. 


on  me  uacit.    J.iiey  were  at  une  nine      —  —  ■     .  ■        „     ,  .  /-ii,_;„ 

in  the  Oldroyd  collection  in  the  house ^  Ford  — Assassnmtwn  Racing  Chan 

.        .    f  ,        -..i  Tim    vn^lrino-    rOlJlir    111    Wlllpll  Ahra- 


where  Lincoln  died 
|1  Chicago  —  Three  Victorian  Chairs 
Chicago  Historical   Society  states 
these  Victorian  chairs  are  part  of 
"the  original  furniture  from  the  Lin- 
coln home." 
;  j  Emmons — Chair  With  Hand  Wrought 
Casters 

This  chair  with  hand  wrought  cas- 
ters was  purchased  at  the  Lincoln  sale 
in  Springfield  by  the  father  of  A.  B. 
Emmons  of  Tacoma,  Washington  and 
later  passed  on  to  his  son. 


The  rocking  chair  in  which  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  seated  at  the  time 
of  his  assassination  is  probably  the 
best  known  article  of  furniture  as- 
sociated with  the  President.  Frank 
Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper  in  its 
issue  of  May  15,  1865  presents  a  like- 
ness of  the  rocking  chair,  and  it  is 
now  in  the  Lincoln  Courthouse  at 
Greenfield  Village.  Rockers  similar 
to  this  one  with  Victorian  back,  Em- 
pire scrolled  arm  with  padded  top  are 
now  known  by  the  trade  as  Lincoln 
type  rockers. 


Lincoln  Museum, 
511  10th  St.,  K.  W., 
Washington  4,  D.  C 


August  24,  1954. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

It  has  been  some  time  ago  since  I  wrote  to  you  concerning  anything  related 
to  Lincoln,  or  since  you  have  written  to  me.    As  you  probably  remember,  I  have 
been  devoting  most  of  ray  time  the  past  several  years  to  a  study  of  the  history 
and  furnishings  of  the  White  House.    Of  course  I  have  come  across  some  thing- s 
in  this  study  pertaining  to  Lincoln,  but  the  study  has  encompassed  the  entire 
history  of  the  building  from  1V91  to  the  present  and  the  Lincoln  administration 
is  only  a  small  part  of  the  whole.  Lately,  I  have  been  going  back  to  the  beginn- 
ing and  making  individual  studies  of  the  building  and  social  affairs  in  each 
administration.    So  far  have  only  gotten  to  the  Jefferson  administration- J t  will 
be  a  long  time  before  I  can  bring  it  down  to  Lincoln  unless  I  omit  some  of  the 
period  in  between.  Also,  during  the  past  year,  I  have  made  several  field  trips 
and  have  made  a  further  study,  begun  ftack  in  1941-2,  of  the  old  Civil  War  forts  around 
Washington  in  a  effort  to  save  those  remaining  before  housing  developments  take 
over  the  areas.    We  are  also  making  a  study  of  the  restoration  of  Ford's  Theater- 
as  you  know  a  bill  was  passed  requiring  the  SeC.  of  the  Interior  to  make  an  estimate 
Tor  the  restoration  of  the  theater  (Public  Law  #  372)  o    Whether  we  are  in  favor  of 
it  or  not,  the  provisions  of  the  bill  must  be  complied  with.    At  present  I  am 
making  a  report  o*  the  "Significant  Historical  and  Architectural  Features  of 
Importance  in  the  Restoration  or  Partial  Restoration  of  Ford's  Theater."  This 
should  be  of  use  to  the  architedt  who  is  making  the  plans  and  the  engineers  4n 
making  the  estimate  to  accompany  the  report  which  we  will  prepare. 

Today  I  received  your  last  issues  of  Lincoln  Lore.    I  was  particularly 
interested  in  No.  1318,  July  12,  1954  entitled  "Chairs  Used  by  Lincoln".  Part 
of  this  interest  arises  from  my  study  of  the  White  House  as  I  have  the  vouchers 
for  purchases  during  the  Lincoln  administration.    However,  of  several  chairs  and 
other  furniture  which  may  be  those  purchased  by  Lincoln,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  identify  the  object  on  hand  with  tge  meager  description  contained  in  the  vouchers. 

The  high  backed  haircloth  rocker  and  sofa,  acquired  by  Oldroyd,  are  now  in  the 
front  parlor  of  the  Petersen  house.    In  the  back  parlor,  where  Stanton  interviewed 
witnesses  of  the  assassination,  is  another  sofa  from  the  Springfield  home.    Along  the 
north  wall  of  the  Lincoln  Museum, across  the  street  from  the  Petersen  house,  ire  a 
number  of  pieces  acquired  »y  Oldroyd  while  he  was  in  Springfield.    These  include 
one  of  the  flower  painted  dining  chairs.    There  is  also  a  rush  bottom  chait  with 
a  gold  scroll  on  back  from  the  Lincoln  home,  and  a  chair  from  Hneoln's  law  office 
presented  to  Oldroyd  by  Herndon.    A  photograph  of  the  latter  is  reproduced  on  page 
22  of  my  booklet  on  The  Lincoln  Museum  and  the  House  Where  Lincoln  Died.    It  is 
also  the  one,  no  doubt,  which  you  list  as  the  First  Inaugural  Ckhir,  and  described 
as  Mch  by  Wra.  B.  Benham  in  his  Life  of  Osbom  H.  Oldroyd. 

In  your  list,  you  mention  that  the  Hon.  Chas.  S.  Zane  came  into  possession  of 
one  of  the  original  office  chairs.    I  wondered  if  it  were  similar  to  the  office 
chair  we  have  here,  and  who  owns  it  now.    Also  if  any  photograph  is  to  be  found 
in  any  book  or  elsewhere.    Also  the  same  regarding  the  chair  at  the  Hncoln  Tomb- 
*  notice,  however,  that  his  is  described  as  a  high  ladder  back  chair. 
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The  Crook**  White  House  bedroom  chair,  acquired  by  Oliver  H*  Barrett,  and 
sold  at  the  auction  in  Feb.  1952,  is  also  very  interesting..  Wondered  if  you 
have  the  information  on  who  purchased  it  and  if  there  is  a  photograph  anywhere 
of  it.  I  believe  there  was  an  auction  eatalog,  which  I  did  not  get.  Perhaps 
there  is  a  picture  of  the  chair  in  the  auction  list.  It  would  be  of  value  to 
have  a  picture  of  it  for  the  White  House  collection  and  to  compare  it  with  any 
chairs  still  in  the  White  House. 

In  the  White  House  at  the  present  time  are  several  Victorian  heart-shaped 
backed  chairs  which  look  about  the  same  as  those  in  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society.    I  think  they  were  acquired  before  Lincoln's  administration  and  were 
used  in  the  Family  Dining  Room  or  State  Dining  Room  for  many  years.    I  wondered 
if  the  two  (Lambert)  White  House  dining  chairs  were  the  same.    Also  who  pur- 
chased the  chairs  at  the  Leland  chairs  in  1932.    I  have  seen  a  picture  of  the 
Seth  Kinmaa  elkhorn  chair,  but  wondered  who  the  Lloyd  family  was  who  acquired 
it  from  Robert  Todd  Lincoln. 

This  is  perhaps  a  sort  of  rambling  letter,  but  would  appreciate  any 
further  information  on  the  chairs  as  alluded  to  above.    I  am  leaving  this 
Friday,  Aug.  27,  to  spend  a  few  days  at  the  farm  at  Harrison,  Ohio,  R.  F.  D. 
#  1,  but  will  be  back  here  the  day  after  Labor  Day,  Sept.  7. 


Sincerely  yours, 


SepteaJber  20,  1954 


Mr.  Stanley  W.  McClure 
Lincoln  Museum 
511  -  10th  Street,  N.W. 
Washington  k,  D.  C. 

My  dear  Mr*  McClure: 

aT.e  .....  I  was  very  happy  indeed  to  hear  from  you  and  learn  that  you 

to  clll^/^^T7  2n,the  TtC  House  *tory-  you  ever  able 

to  contact  Mrs.  Charles  Falrman  if  she  still  lived  as  1  understand 
that  she  had  a  book  on  the  White  House  all  completed  but  that  Mr. 
V?°Se^  OT  I*;**  Roosevelt  one  of  the  two  put  their  foot  down  upon 
™,  J?S?  SSf  8^t0  TO  to  be  a  tremendously  valualle  source  if 
you  could  discover  the  manuscript, 

,    J,1"  going  to  attach  to  this  letter  a  few  photostats  of 
SfS  1  thlnk  ^  bc  of  Merest  to  you  and  if  you  do  not 

rind  any  of  your  questions  answered  by  these  photostats,  it  will  be 
ItTTr,  HSLS  !S?  that  ittfo««tion.    I  am  sorry  buJ  I  cannot  tell 
S^f^?^ed+tbe  Chair  in  the  *****  collection  but  the  auctioneers 
^1^5^  to  submit  that  information.    Neither  do  I  know  5£#ST 
chased  the  chairs  at  the  Leland  sale.  p 

t«  +v>-  th?re  are„other  Questions  that  come  to  you  with  reference 

to  the  chairs,  do  not  fail  to  write  and  111  do  my  best  to  answer  them. 

Sincerely, 


LAW/JLA 
Enc. 


Director 
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Dealer  seeking  $145,000  for  'Lincoln  nomination  chair' 


By  CHRIS  STROISCH 
The  State  .Journal- Register 

Posted  Feb  08,  2012  @  10:45  PM 
Last  update  Feb  09,  2012  @  07:14  AM 


Related  Stories 

RELATED  BLOG:  The 
Lincoln  nomination  chair: 
Can  it  be  brought  back  to 
Springfield? 


On  May  18  i860,  Abraham  Lincoln  sat  in  a  downtown  Springfield  office  -  home  to  the  Illinois 
State  Journal  -  awaiting  word  on  whether  he  had  received  the  Republican  nomination  for 
president  of  the  United  States. 

The  bentwood  hickory  chair  Lincoln  reportedly  sat  in  that  night  has  survived  more  than  151  years 
and  was  recently  put  up  for  sale  by  a  New  York-based  artifact  dealer. 

Seth  Kaller  a  dealer  and  collection  builder  of  historic  documents  and  artifacts,  bought  the  chair  at  a 
Sotheby's  auction  in  May  2011  and  listed  it  on  his  company's  website  in  January  for  $145,000. 


"This  is  one  of  the  best  Lincoln  artifacts  to  come  on  the  market  in  decades,"  said  Kaller,  president  of  Seth^aginc,"Many 
artifacts  have  a  paper  trail  that  starts  much  later,  but  this  one  has  a  great  story  that  was  written  about  at  the  time. 
Lincoln's  nomination  chair  has  several  intangible  qualities,  Kaller  added. 

"Visuallv  it  makes  me  think  of  his  roots  and  the  log  cabin  he  grew  up  in,"  he  said.  "Intellectually,  we  know  that  his  embrace  of 
times,  (and)  we  can  place  him  there  at  a  specific  turning  point  -  the  moment  of  Lincoln  s  nomination. 
When  Kaller  and  his  research  team  purchased  the  chair,  he  said,  they  weren't  sure  of  its  value. 

"We  practically  stole  it  because  we  didn't  have  the  history  we  needed  to  really  make  a  serious  decision,"  Kaller  said.  "We've  done 
it  before  where  we  purchased  something,  did  the  research  and  then  found  out  the  item  didn  t  have  any  value. 
"With  this  purchase  everything  I  thought  we'd  never  find,  we  actually  found,"  he  said.  "It's  funny,  because  I  specifically  told  my 
relear  cl SlT^Sdii?  find  anarticle  from  1865  saying  Lincoln  sat  in  this  chair.  But  I  was  very  wrong.  We  found  an 
TrtXresented  in  your  paper  (then  named  the  Illinois  State  Journal)  from  1865  saying  Lincoln  sat  in  the  chair  on  the  night  of 
his  nomination." 

According  to  Kaller,  Lincoln  spent  a  lot  of  time  before  his  presidency  sitting  in  his  favorite  chair  in  the  Journal's  office. 
Many  owners 

The  chair  has  had  many  owners  since  the  1860s,  according  to  Kaller's  website.  It  was  donated  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial 
SLSon  in  1886  and  put  on  display  at  the  Opera  House  Building  in  Chicago  in  1887.  It  changed  hands  a  few  additional  times 
untilSe  1970s,  when  it  was  returned  to  The  State  Journal-Register.  At  some  point  prior  to  1983.  however,  the  cha.r  w 
mnsZll  to  t he  J^s^Cos^cM^  of  historic  documents  and  artifacts  in  Cal.forn.a.  (The  Copley  family  formerly 
owned  The  State  Journal-Register.) 

Copley's  son,  David,  put  the  chair  and  the  rest  of  the  collection  on  the  market  in  2010. 

"I  don't  think  we  will  have  it  for  very  long,"  said  Kaller.  "Whether  it  sells  tomorrow  or  next  month,  it  is  the  type  of  thing  that  will 
sell.  I  don't  think  I  will  have  it  this  time  next  year." 
The  buyer  won't  be  the  state  of  Illinois. 

"The  state  is  not  in  good  enough  shape  to  purchase  something  like  this,"  said  JamesCpjiidius,  curator  of  the  Lincoln 
Collection  at  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential  Library  and  Museum. 

While  the  chair  is  an  "interesting  piece,"  Cornelius  said,  especially  considering  its  connection  to  Lincoln's  relationship  with 
SSSpiS  and  sSield  in  general,  he  doesn't  think  it's  one  of  the  most  historic  items  from  Lincoln  s  presidency. 

"Lincoln  sat  in  thousands  of  chairs  during  his  lifetime,"  Cornelius  said.  "Several  dozen  chairs  ^TfSS?^  ^ 
years.  Do  we  want  all  of  these  for  his  collection?  Do  we  want  all  the  desks,  chairs  and  beds  he  has  slept  in?  Probably  not. 
The  chair  has  value  he  acknowledged,  but  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential  Library  Foundation,  a  separate  fundraising 
Lerafion  t  at ^supports  the  library  and  museum,  can't  bid  on  it  because  it's  still  paying  off  a  $25  million  loan  with  wh.ch  the 
foundation  bight  the  Taper  collection  of  Lincolniana  in  2007.  That  collection  was  the  largest  private  Lincoln  collect™  ,n 
existence. 

Donation  an  option 

The  Abraham  Lincoln  Association  also  doesn't  have  the  money  to  buy  the  chair. 

"We  raised  money  to  buy  most  of  the  Lincoln  furniture  for  the  Old  State  Capitol,"  said  Dick  Hart  of  Springfield,  an  association 
iHSS^^SSi  president.  "If  we  had  that  kind  of  discretionary  money,  maybe  we'd  consider  ,t.  But  we  typically  don  , 
buy  artifacts  like  that." 

The  chair  should  be  in  Springfield,  Hart  said.  However,  it  probably  would  have  to  be  donated  by  a  private  buyer. 

"Over  the  years,  it's  typically  been  a  combination  of  people  donating  or  selling  items,"  Hart  said.  "In  a  typical  collection,  a  person 

will  buy  some  of  it  and  donate  the  rest." 
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Private  family  collections  are  often  donated  to  the  library  and  museum. 

"Many  people  have  donated  Lincoln  letters  from  their  own  private  family  possession,"  Cornelius  said.  "The  state  has  also  bought 
many  at  auction,  or  in  a  few  cases,  by  private  arrangement." 

Cornelius  said  the  library  and  museum  have  received  private  bequests  in  the  past,  but  most  of  the  time,  money  for  exhibits 
comes  from  the  foundation. 

"Right  now,  though,  we  are  mostly  focused  on  paying  off  our  loan,"  Cornelius  said.  "We're  asking  our  donors  to  join  the 
foundation  and  help  pay  down  the  loan  from  2007." 


Active  artifact  dealer 

In  his  23  years  as  an  artifact  dealer  and  collector,  Seth  Kaller  has  handled  some  of  the  country's  most  important  documents. 

"Some  of  the  items  I've  handled  are  a  draft  of  the  U.S.  Constitution,  Lincoln's  'House  Divided'  speech,  signed  copies  of  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  and  some  of  George  Washington's  important  letters,"  said  Kaller,  president  of  Seth  Kaller  Inc.  in 
New  York. 

Last  year,  he  purchased  the  archive  of  the  Civil  War  Telegraph  Office,  which  included  letters  from  Lincoln,  the  Department  of 
War  and  Department  of  Navy. 

"This  had  been  in  private  hands  from  the  person  who  headed  the  Telegraph  Office  at  the  time,"  Kaller  said.  "He  took  the  items 
when  he  left,  which  was  perfectly  acceptable  back  then.  It  was  something  I  really  wanted  to  sell  to  an  institution,  because  it  was 
the  telegraph  office  that  Lincoln  actually  used  during  the  Civil  War." 

Kaller  said  he  works  mostly  with  private  collectors  who  end  up  donating  the  artifacts  they  buy.  He  has  occasionally  sold  items 
directly  to  institutions,  but  most  of  the  time,  he  said,  supporters  of  an  institution  are  the  ones  who  buy  the  collectibles  and 
artifacts. 


Veterans'  groups  set  pilgrimages 

The  American  Legion  and  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  will  hold  separate  pilgrimages  this  weekend  to  honor  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  VFW's  Lincoln  Pilgrimage  and  2012  Eulogy  to  Abraham  Lincoln  will  begin  at  2:15  p.m.  Saturday  at  the  tomb  in  Oak  Ridge 
Cemetery.  The  eulogy  will  be  delivered  at  2:30  p.m.  This  is  the  65th  year  for  the  event. 

The  78th  Annual  National  American  Legion  Pilgrimage  to  the  Tomb  of  Abraham  Lincoln  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  Sunday  with  a 
motorcade  leaving  the  Hilton  Hotel  in  downtown  Springfield.  The  ceremony  at  the  tomb  is  at  10:30  a.m. 

The  public  is  invited  to  both  events. 

Michael  Walton,  general  chairman  of  the  American  Legion  event,  said  its  pilgrimage  began  in  1935,  when  a  group  of  World  War 
I  veterans  wanted  to  honor  Lincoln  in  his  hometown. 

"We  want  to  make  sure  Springfield  and  the  nation  doesn't  forget  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  our  greatest  president,"  Walton  said. 
"He's  Springfield's  number  one  son.  Nobody  should  forget  Lincoln.  He  was  the  best." 

Fang  A  Wong  of  East  Brunswick,  N.J.,  national  commander  of  the  American  Legion,  will  head  this  year's  pilgrimage. 

Richard  DeNoyer  of  Middleton  Mass.,  commander-in-chief  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  will  be  at  the  VFW  ceremony. 

Also  in  attendance  at  the  VFW  event  will  be  18  state  winners  from  the  Voice  of  Democracy  essay  contest.  The  competition  is 
held  annually,  and  asks  students  to  write  and  record  a  three-  to  five-minute  essay  on  a  patriotic  subject. 

--  John  Reynolds 

Abraham  Lincoln-related  events  this  month 
Today  through  Monday 

The  "Big  3"  of  Lincoln  documents  -  a  handwritten  manuscript  of  the  Gettysburg  Address,  a  copy  of  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation  signed  by  Lincoln  and  the  Congressional  resolution  for  the  13th  Amendment,  also  signed  by  Lincoln  -  go  on 
display  today  at  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential  Museum;  admission  ($12  for  adults,  $9  for  seniors,  $6  for  children)  required. 

The  Gettysburg  Address  and  Emancipation  Proclamation  will  be  taken  off  display  at  5  p.m.  Feb.  13.  The  13th  Amendment  will 
remain  on  display  through  May  31. 

Saturday,  Feb.  ll 

♦Birthday  party  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  National  Museum  of  Surveying,  521  E.  Washington  St.  Children's 
activities  will  revolve  around  Lincoln.  Presentations  on  "Lincoln  the  Surveyor"  are  scheduled  for  10:30  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m 
Admission  is  $5  adults,  $4  seniors,  $3  children  age  5-15,  $10  families. 

"Meet  a  Boy  in  Blue,"  presentation  on  the  Battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  11  a.m.,  1  and  3  p.m.,  Old  Capitol  State  Historic  Site.  Free. 

*33rd  Illinois  Regimental  Band  and  the  Central  Illinois  Civil  War  Dance  Society,  1  p.m.  plaza  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
Presidential  Museum;  $12  for  adults,  $9  for  seniors,  $6  for  children. 

'Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Pilgrimage  to  Lincoln's  Tomb,  2:30  p.m.,  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery.  Free. 

♦Historian  James  Oakes  of  the  University  of  California-Berkeley  keynotes  the  annual  symposium  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
Association,  6:30  p.m.  in  Brookens  Auditorium  at  the  University  of  Illinois  Springfield.  Free. 
Sunday,  Feb.  12 
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